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Objectives

After the presentation participants will be equipped to:  

1. Understand the political climate affecting breastfeeding 

outcomes at the state and federal level.

2. Identify an action item that can be implemented to affect 

legislative or policy change.

3. Develop an action plan that leverages a position statement and 

advocates for breastfeeding.



The Political Climate

State vs Federal Impact on Breastfeeding



Federal Level: Medicaid in Florida

http://youtube.com/v/t2tu2QHXwwY
http://youtube.com/v/t2tu2QHXwwY


Florida’s Current Breastfeeding Climate



State Level: Medicaid Privatization



Understanding the Political 
Climate that 

Affects Political Processes
Florida State Legislature



Voting Down Party Lines



Lobbyist Power & Self Serving Interest 

https://www.myfloridalaw.com/alimony/florida-alimony-reform/

http://youtube.com/v/HJC-n-gmY-4
http://youtube.com/v/HJC-n-gmY-4
https://www.myfloridalaw.com/alimony/florida-alimony-reform/


Change 
Takes Time. 
Keep 
CALM….





Florida Breastfeeding 
Coalition Takes Action



Action Item 1 : Medicaid Expansion for Pumps  

Jan 2015 - FBC asked to join consortium



Timeline of Events

• Feb 2015 - FBC drafted letter of support

• Mar 2015 - Consortium determines plan of action
• FBC confirms meeting with ACHA

• FBC develops a position statement

• Consortium meets with ACHA

• FBC sends follow up letter to secretary

• May 2015 - FBC receives letter in support of pumps

• June-May 2015 - Monthly follow up with ACHA

• May 2016 - DME director changes office

• Jun 2016 - Breast pump coverage approved

• Aug 2016 - Follow up meeting scheduled 



Action Item 2: Oppose Equal Time Sharing 



NEXT STEP : Veto SB688 



Tools used to meet our goals:

1. Took an active leadership role in the initiative 
2. Crafting Position statements or a white paper
3. Cross-sector collaboration 

• sign on letters or petitions
4. Action Item Campaigns
5. Preparing for testimony and elevator speech



Putting it all Together

Identifying an Action Item and Action Plan that 
Affects the National Breastfeeding Agenda



Summary & Equity Lens

This work applied an "equity mirror" to examine 
internal structures, culture, and policies. The non-
standard application of the Affordable Care Act 
among state-run Medicaid policies adversely affects 
low income communities of color in their ability to 
work around the structural and institutional barriers 
to breastfeeding. Similarly, those who do not have 
the financial ability to secure legal representation 
during a divorce and/or custody battle will have a 
reduced capacity to advocate for the breastfeeding 
relationship in the family court system.
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