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Objectives

After the presentation participants will be equipped to:

1. Understand the political climate affecting breastfeeding
outcomes at the state and federal level.

2. ldentify an action item that can be implemented to affect

egislative or policy change.

3. Develop an action plan that leverages a position statement and

advocates for breastfeeding.



The Political Climate

State vs Federal Impact on Breastfeeding



Federal Level: Medicaid in Florida



http://youtube.com/v/t2tu2QHXwwY
http://youtube.com/v/t2tu2QHXwwY

Florida’s Current Breastfeeding Climate

Mothers who initiate breastfeeding, Single Year Rates Births Covered by Medicaid, Single Year Rates
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State Level: Medicaid Privatization

Managed Medical Assistance (MMA)
Program under the SMIMC

(By Region)

After Florida refused federal money for
Medicaid expansion, Medicaid was privatized
and split from single-payer to 14 different

individual insurance companies contracted
with the Florida Dept. of Health. (Statewide
Medicaid Managed Care - MMA)

There was no standardization requirement for
the policies available between the companies.




Understanding the Political
Climate that
Affects Political Processes

Florida State Legislature



Voting Down Party Lines

FOR AGAINST
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S Simmons (R) - Chair
Benacquisto (R)

Joyner (D) — Minority Leader



Lobbyist Power & Self Serving Interest

%%  First Husbands Advocacy Group - Florida Alimony
L /_,, and Custody Laws Reform added 2 new photos
https://www.myfloridalaw.com/alimony/florida-alimony-reform/ !

OMG this is hysterically amusing.

Those whiners at their depends club are really milking this.

Now, they've gotten some minor group to support them against 50/50
shared parenting. Newsflash: ya'll can get a breast pump and freeze the
milk so the father can feed the child. And for goodness sake how long ya
going to use this tits for tots reason? Breastfeeding doesn't last all that
long cupcakes...unless you're some weirdo woman who's still got the Kid
on them titties and they are schooll
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http://youtube.com/v/HJC-n-gmY-4
http://youtube.com/v/HJC-n-gmY-4
https://www.myfloridalaw.com/alimony/florida-alimony-reform/

Change

Takes Time.
Keep .
CALM CHANGE

IS A GRADUAL
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Florida Breastfeeding
Coalition Takes Action




Action Item 1 : Medicaid Expansion for Pumps

MEMBERS OF THE CONSORTIUM

‘ Florida Breastfeedi M |
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Trusted for our expertise. Chosen for our care.”

Jan 2015 - FBC asked to join consortium



Timeline of Events

MEDICAID BREAST PUMP ALERT

Did you know that as of June 20th Medicaid's DME's Fee schedule

* Feb 2015 - FBC drafted letter of support covrsreaatpumos? _ TAKE ACTION...

1.Request a pump

* Mar 2015 - Consortium determines plan of action
* FBC confirms meeting with ACHA rembusenent |
* FBC develops a position statement Rl |2 e 2 compaint
* Consortium meets with ACHA | _
* FBC sends follow up letter to secretary w“’“m‘“

ump is genied

Q: How long does it take to receive a

* May 2015 - FBC receives letter in support of pumps =~ "
e June-May 2015 - Monthly follow up with ACHA T -
* May 2016 - DME director changes office

* Jun 2016 - Breast pump coverage approved

* Aug 2016 - Follow up meeting scheduled



Action Item 2: Oppose Equal Time Sharing
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Senate
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Senate

Senate
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House

House

» Referred to Judiciary; Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; Appropriations -5J 21
+ Introduced -5J 21

* On Committee agenda-- Judiciary, 01/26/16, 1:00 pm, 110 Senate Office Building

+ CS by Judiciary; YEAS 7 MAYS 3 -5J 274

» Pending reference review under Rule 4.7(2) - (Committee Substitute)

» Original reference(s) removed: Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice; Appropriations
» Remaining references corrected to Rules -5 277

» Mow in Rules

+ CS by Judiciary read 1st time -5 275

* On Committee agenda-- Rules, 02/10/16, 10:00 am, 110 Senate Office Building

» Favorable by- Rules; YEAS 7 MNAYS 4
* Placed on Calendar, on 2nd reading

* Placed on Special Order Calendar, 02/18/16

» Read 2nd time -5J 417

+ Amendment(s) adopted (447250) -5J 418
» Ordered engrossed -5 418

» Placed on 3rd reading

» Read 3rd time -5.J 451
+ CS passed as amended; YEAS 23 MAYS 15 -5J 451

* In Messages

» Died in Messages




NEXT STEP : Veto SB633

37272016 Senate » C5/CS by Appropriations read 1st time -5J 564

3372016 Senate » Read 2nd time -5J 611
» Placed on 3rd reading

342016 Senate » Read 3rd time -5J 719
» Amendment(s) adopted (224698) -SJ 720
» C5 passed as amended; YEAS 24 MAYS 14 -5] 720

37442016 House * |n Messages
» Referred to Calendar -HJ 826
» Placed on Special Order Calendar, 03/07/16
» Received -HJ 826

372016 House » Read 2nd time -HJ B70
» Substituted for C5/HE 455 -HJ 871
+ Amendment(s) failed (779935, 917477) -HJ 871
» Placed on 3rd reading

A/B/2016 House * Read 3rd time -HJ 906
« Amendment(s) failed (723335) -HJ 907
= (S passed; YEAS 74 NAYS 38 -HJ 907

3782016 Senate « Ordered enrolled -5J 836
4/4/2016 » Signed by Officers and presented to Governor

4/15/2016 » Vetoed by Governor



Tools used to meet our goals:

1. Took an active leadership role in the initiative
2. Crafting Position statements or a white paper
3. Cross-sector collaboration

* sign on letters or petitions
4. Action Item Campaigns
5. Preparing for testimony and elevator speech




Putting it all Together

|Identifying an Action Item and Action Plan that
Affects the National Breastfeeding Agenda



Summary & Equity Lens

This work applied an "equity mirror" to examine
internal structures, culture, and policies. The non-
standard application of the Affordable Care Act
among state-run Medicaid policies adversely affects
low income communities of color in their ability to
work around the structural and institutional barriers
to breastfeeding. Similarly, those who do not have
the financial ability to secure legal representation
during a divorce and/or custody battle will have a
reduced capacity to advocate for the breastfeeding
relationship in the family court system.
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